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    Have the students make a list of the 10 favorite things that they own.   Have them 
consider why these things are important to them.  Next have them think what it would be like 
to give those items away...have them brainstorm who they would give them to and why...who 
needs them; who could use them  (if no one would need them, maybe ask why do we have 
them?)  Ask them at what point do the things you own start owning you?  What do you think it 
means for God to own you...how would he have you live, especially in relation to “things”? 

Starter:

LEADER DEVO:
We live in a society of things.  And more things.  Messages all around us 
tell us that “more” is better, stronger, and generally more desirable.  A 
friend of mine once put it this way...  

“We live in country that is blessed materially.  Unfortunately that works 
against us.  We want things, we desire things, we want more.  Sometimes we 
are not content with where we are in life, or who we are.  Paul believed that 
knowing Christ as his Savior was sufficient and that it didn’t matter 
whether he had a lot or a little.  Christ was all he needed.“

This month we want to spend some time with our students talking about 
giving and stewardship.  A lot of times when we think of giving, we think 
only of money.  A Biblical theology of stewardship, however, extends to the 
entirety of our lives.  Our time, possessions, passions, money...even our 
relationships are all subject to God first.  In a society that places all 
things subject to self first, this ruler from another world that we have to 
give first allegiance to is intimidating and challenging.  
 
I’m excited to have the opportunity to dialogue with our students about 
these topics over the next month.  Take a few minutes before you dive 
into preparing for this lesson to read the following verses and to journal, 
think/process, or discuss with a friend what stewardship & the thoughts 
found above make you think about.

Psalm 24:1-2          *          Colossians 1:16-17  
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       Ask students for a definition of stewardship.  This might be difficult for them to come 
up with.  Explain that stewardship is how we use all that we are given in giving back to God and 
those around us.  There’s four things that we’ll learn tonight in regards to stewardship.  Simply 
put...WIBA (pronounced weeba). 
Whole: 
God calls us to give our everything.  There’s not a part of us that he doesn’t own.  Look at 
Romans 12:1-2 with your students as well as Philippians 3:7-14 to discuss this concept.  God 
wants our everything.  And everything is a loss compared to what we get in him, anyway, so in 
some ways it’s not nearly the sacrifice it might initially seem.  
It’s not yours: 
Actually, the deal is that all we possess is not actually ours to begin with, it’s God’s.  So giving it 
up ought to be fine with us.  This doesn’t mean that we’re necessarily called to live with 
nothing.  It just means that we ought to be willing to give generously.  Look at the example of 
Barnabas (Acts 4:36).  You can also read Psalm 24:1 & Colossians 1:16 (these should sound 
familiar to students as we have looked at them on Sundays this month). 
Best: 
And since it’s not yours to begin with, when God does call you to give, you ought to give your 
best.  In the Old Testament, this idea was presented as giving of the “first fruits”...giving the first 
and best of what you have to God as a reminder to yourself that he owns it all, and as an honor 
to him for all that he has given you. 
Attitude: 
God also does a heart check of us when we give.  Imagine God putting a stethoscope to our 
heart whenever we give.  Would he hear grumbling or rejoicing murmuring in our heart?  Do 
we give grudgingly, because we have to, or do we give with excitement and anticipation of what 
God is going to do with what we were able to give?  This is seen in Luke 21:1-4 and Acts 5.  

Guts:

       Take some time with your students to let them do a heart check.  Do they give to God 
on a regular basis?  What does it look like?  Have a discussion with them bringing up questions 
like, if I give some money to a friend who needs it for lunch, is that giving to God?  If I put in 
time volunteering with an after-school program or a homeless shelter, is that part of giving?  
How does thinking about where the clothing and things I buy was made effect what I ought to 
buy (was it made by people being paid fair wages?)  In other words, take time to help your 
students understand how we need to think holistically about our living habits and about how all 
of our decisions effect others and serve God.   

Wrap:


