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Prayer Points

A HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

imbabwe is in the midst of a 
tragic humanitarian crisis.  
Half of the population faces 
food shortages.  More than 

300.000 are homeless and without aid.  
It hosts one of the highest HIV/Aids 
rates.  How has Zimbabwe come to 
this? 

8 years ago, President Robert Mugabe 
introduced new laws designed to take 
away the best agricultural land from 
white farmers and give it to black 
Zimbabweans who had fought in the 
war.  Farming was the backbone of 
Zimbabwe.  The white farmers left 
and so did their expertise.  Coupled 
with severe droughts, Zimbabwe’s 
economy began to sink.  The 
government also has demolished 
shantytowns, leaving many homeless.  
In addition, the government has 

withheld aid and used force to those 
that have been in opposition.  

The Aids epidemic is also greatly 
affecting the region.    The health care 
system is in shambles.  Less than one 
percent of victims are on HIV/Aids 
prevention drugs.  On top of that, 
cholera, a very treatable disease, has 
caused many fatalities.  The life 
expectancy is a mere 33 years of age.

The situation has caused many people 
to flee.  The educated have left, 
doctors and teachers looking for work 
elsewhere.  For many, South Africa is 
the haven from the storm.  For 
Johanna and myself, we have heard 
their misery, have clinched our fists in 
anger, but have been compelled to try 
and do something about it.  

Food Shortage

The United Nations sent warning that 
more than half of the nation is in need of 
emergency food aid. At the close of 2008 
an estimated 6% of the population was 
employed.

HIV/AIDS

Zimbabwe has one of the highest HIV/
Aids rates in the world.  The average life 
expectancy is only 33 year’s old in 
Zimbabwe.  

Displaced People

Over 3 million Zimbabweans now live 
overseas.  Another 2.4 million have been 
affected by the demolition of 
shantytowns.  

Education

Many schools are closed until further 
notice as many educators have left 
Zimbabwe.  The teachers were recently 
the victims of many attacks and 
questioning by the government.

President            
Robert Mugabe

He has led Zimbabwe into this crisis.  He 
has used force to any in opposition and 
refuses to lay aside his position of 
President after being voted out of office 
last year.  
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A Better Future...
fter celebrating Christmas this 
past year, James went to sleep 
knowing that it may be the 
last time he sees or talks to his 

family.  The next day, he set out for the 
land unknown.  James and his family 
decided that the best hope for his 
future did not rest in Zimbabwe.

 As he rode the train to the South 
African border, James did not dare to 
fall asleep, he was too scared.  Once 
arriving at the border he organized a 
taxi to take his bags across the border.  
With an empty box in hand, James 
convinced the border patrol that he 
was only going across for 5 minutes to 
buy bread for his family.  James states 
that his five minutes have not run out 
yet!  Once he was across, he hopped on 
a taxi.  The sight of a paved highway 
made James aware that he arrived 
safely in South Africa.  Once he arrived 
in Mussina, he met many other fellow 
Zimbabweans.  James was a fortunate 
one, it only took him a little less than 
two weeks to receive a study permit 
within South Africa.  He decided to try 
his luck in Pretoria because he had a 
fondness for capital cities.  

There was no welcoming reception in 
Pretoria, James only option was to stay 
in the streets.  After a few days, he 
decided to explore the city.  
Unfortunately he got lost, he could not 
find his bag and his friends.  He 
decided to ask a man for directions to 
Bosman Train Station.  He promised to 
take him there, so he followed.  At one 
point, this man began to threaten him.  
James tried to fight, but the man 
picked up a stone and pulled him 
under a bridge.  The man said that if 
James tried anything, that he would 

kill him.  He had James remove his 
clothes and preceded to rape him.  At 
around 4 a.m. in the morning, James 
decided it was his chance to get away.  
He took off and quickly found a police 
officer and told him the story.  The 
police officer was a savior.  He went 
and arrested the rapist and took James 
to the nearby hospital.  He set him up 
with medical care and counseling 
appointments.  The officer also 
brought him to the Crossroads shelter.  

Though many would have been 
traumatized by the event, James seems 
to have a different view on his 
circumstances.  He is thankful that 
God kept his status as HIV negative.  
He is extremely thankful to have a bed, 
food and people who care for him at 
the shelter.  Lastly, James is thankful 
for the opportunity of a better future.  
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James is pictured in the middle along with Crispen and Munashe (both of whom 
became death from the trauma that they experienced in Zimbabwe) 

A Better Future...

Above: James helping out at the 
Coffeehouse.  Below:  The pink 
tandem at Emmanuel Church



Torn Apart
ungai was faced with a 
dilemma.  He could no longer 
support his wife Veronica and 

his seven year-old daughter Natasha.  
His monthly wage as a car mechanic 
had hit rock bottom.  A month’s wage 
bought him the equivalent of a 2L of 
Coke.  

Fungai decided to quit his job and try 
his luck in Botswana.   So they left 
their daughter with her grandparents 
and were in search of an income that 
could provide for their family.  His wife 
was able to find side work in Botswana, 
but Fungai was not as fortunate.  Many 
men are deported back to Zimbabwe 
because they are out looking for work 
in the streets and are easy targets to be 
questioned by police.  His wife and 
many other women tend to work 
indoors and are able to hide better.  
Fungai was deported, but he turned 
around the same day and crossed the 
border once again to be with his wife.  

After much disappointment, Fungai 
and his wife decided it would be best 
for him to head to South Africa.  He 
hid on an 18 wheeler in order to cross 
the border and on September 15th, he 
arrived in South Africa.  Now Fungai 
calls the porch of the coffeehouse 
home.  Accommodations are too 
expensive for the few short-term jobs 
that he finds around the city.  It is 
nearly impossible for him to find 
anything in his profession.  
Construction is a dead end.  Many 
foreman hire Zimbabweans, but refuse 
to pay them after their two weeks of 
work.  They threaten to turn them 
over to the police.  He stills tries his 
best to send money home.  Groceries 
can be sent via buses, but there is a 4 

rand per kg charge.  If he chooses to 
send money, the bus driver takes 20% 
for his delivery fee.  And on top of 
that, he doesn’t even make enough 
money to support himself. To make 
matters worse, his daughter was 
supposed to start school this January.  
Due to the lack of teachers, the 
schools are closed until further notice. 

Like many others, Fungai prays for a 
political solution that overcomes the 
demise of the country.  Zimbabwe, a 
nation blessed with a wealth of natural 
resources, now has acres and acres of 
barren farm land.  Though he waits 
patiently for a change, Fungai has not 
wasted his time.  He has used his 
circumstances as an opportunity to 
minister to others on the streets.  He 
and a few other guys on the street have 
started a discipleship group and they 
also sends out bi-weekly publications 
regarding the situation in Zimbabwe 
and God’s sovereignty.  Though his 
family may be at a distance, his 
relationship with God has grown much 
closer.  
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Torn Apart

Zimbabwe is suffering from an 
inflation crisis.  The inflation rate 
officially set at a world record of 
231 million percent.  In an effort 
to help their ailing economy, they 
have announced that the country 
can legally use foreign currency.  
The South African Rand, The U.S. 
Dollar and the Euro are among the 
list of allowed currency.  



Not so Lucky
ucky is 26 years of age and was a 
former processing officer for 
Zimbabwe’s home affairs.  He 

knew the right people in order to 
purchase a temporary document that 
allowed him to travel to South Africa.  
He is single, but like many other 
Africans, feels the burden to support 
his family and community back home.  

Life on the streets is hard, but Lucky 
says it is still better than being at 
home.  He even fears calling his family, 
dreading one day to hear the news that 
a family member has contracted 
cholera.  Most hospitals are closed, 
many doctors have left and this once 
very treatable disease has become 
deadly.  

Lucky says that the condition of 
Zimbabwe is sad. Mugabe and his 
colleagues are getting richer, while the 
poor are getting poorer.  Take for 
example, Zimbabwe’s home affairs.   To 
purchase a passport, it costs 600 U.S. 
dollars.  On top of that, a South 
African visa costs another $200.  
Though he hopes for a quick 
resolution, Lucky and his friends have 
come up with a plan.  They are 
planning to save money to start a small 
shop selling anything from electronics 
to groceries.  For example they can buy 
cell phones in South Africa at a price of 
200 rand ($20) and  resell them across 
the border starting at 500 rand.  
Though he hates the idea of taking 
advantage of his fellow Zimbabweans, 
his survival and the hope of returning 
home are his priority. 
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“Pray and let God worry.”
Martin Luther

“When you pray, rather 
let your heart be without 
words than your words 
without heart.”

John Bunyan

Our Challenge - Host a Prayer Night

Read Bible Verses regarding God’s justice and His heart for the nations.

Make a Zimbabwe treat or meal if you are really ambitious.

Do some research on the situation and/or have others come prepared with information.

Have prayer stations of different needs around your home.

Write the government of Zimbabwe a letter of concern

Prayer is anything but boring.  Allow your creativity to show and leave the rest to God!

A potentia l  recipe

Some of the information found in this edition was taken from various sources.  Check out www.mywedding/adamandjohanna for source information

Not so Lucky

Lucky is one of my favorite from 
the coffeehouse.  He always 
greets me with a smile and is a 
pleasure to chat with.
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